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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 29th October, 2008, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)

Councillors J. Franklin, A.Trainor, R. Vick, M. Stowe, D. Stowe, J. Garton, P. Britt, G. Mellon and A. Sansone   


District Councillor L. Stowe and the Clerk were also in attendance




Plus 26 members of the public
Before commencement of the meeting the Chairman announced that there would not be any allocated public time at item 4, and that this would be included in item 6.
1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from District Councillor Jepson
2.
Minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 24th September, 2008 


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 24th September, 2008 were read and after an alteration at 5a to read £300.00 not £500.00, were proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor D. Stowe and unanimously agreed as being  a true record, and accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins.
3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
A meeting has taken place with Councillors Gittins and M. Stowe and Tim Dowan to discuss actions needed to help alleviate flooding problems in the village.  The Broadway Road ditch and hedge was inspected.  A few areas needed attention and clearing and work is being carried out whilst the road is closed for resurfacing works, but this will, in future, be the responsibility of the owners of the adjoining properties.  Councillor Gittins has met with Ken Barclay of Pike Cottage and suggested he form an action group.  The 5” pipe from Bakers Hill is inadequate for the amount of water.  Flooding at The Butts/Stratford Road was looked at and it appeared that a grid under the gully was blocked and a washing machine had been put in the ditch.  It was suggested that a working party be formed in the future to do the work needed.  An extra drain/grid is being installed by Pike Cottage.

 b)
Work appears to be complete on the old school house and the developers will be reminded to repair the damage to the footpath in school alley.
4)
Public Time – public time will be included in item 6
5)
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for October, 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Vick, seconded Councillor M. Stowe.
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5)
Financial Statement – continued

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk October


£343.75


Gardens By Design – September mowing

£792.11


Chris Gibbard – odd job man September/October
£150.00


King George’s Hall – September/October rental
£40.00


Mr. M. Gittins – photocopying


£15.00


Orangehome – Broadband/telephone


£25.33


Mickleton Sports Club – donation


£300.00



Security4Systems – computer repair


£52.88



The Royal British Legion – poppy appeal

£50.00



After examination by the Internal Auditor and all Councillors present, it was proposed by Councillor Britt seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. 
6)
Planning Application by Granbrook Garage


A presentation was given by Mr. Andy Crump giving details of why the application should be refused.  This was followed by a presentation by Ms. Miranda Rogers from Stansgate Planning LLP, the planning and development consultants acting for Granbrook Garage.  Ms. Rogers continued to answer questions put by the public. 
7)
Poppy Appeal



It was proposed by Councillor Vick, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed that a donation of £50.00 would be made to the Poppy Appeal. 
8)
Report from the District Councillor

District Councillor Stowe gave the report of the District Council and confirmed that Cotswold District Council will be sharing a Chief Executive with West Oxfordshire from 1st November.  Budget consultations are starting and appear on the internet.  It is anticipated a rise of 3.5% rise in Cotswold District Council’s portion of the Council Tax.  Fees and charges will also increase in line with inflation.  The charge for the green wheelie bins will remain at £30.00 per annum.  Supplies of additional recycling black boxes, food containers and cardboard bags can be obtained by contacting District Councillor Stowe.  The planning application made by Granbrook Garage is being treated as a major application and will be going to committee, probably on the 10th December.  District Councillor Stowe agreed to pass on a message to County Councillor Girling confirming the parish’s wish to proceed with further actions regarding alternatives to using plastic bags.    
9)
Report from the County Councillor - County Councillor Girling did not attend the meeting and no report was available.
10)
Litter Bin Survey



It was proposed by Councillor M, Stowe, seconded by Councillor Vick and unanimously agreed that a litter bin be ordered for the Post Office, together with the one previously agreed for the Leasows Bus Stop.
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11)
Annual Open-Air Carol Service


It was agreed by a vote of 6 in favour and 4 against, that the collection would be divided between Air Ambulance and Campden Home Nurses.

Despite intensive efforts by Councillor Garton, it will not be possible to have electrical supply installed on the Plantation for this Christmas. 


Following a vote of the Parish Councillors and the parishioners present, which resulted in 20 in favour of putting the tree on the Plantation and 12 for putting it by the Three Ways as last year, it was agreed that the Christmas tree would be erected on the Plantation and lit during the duration of the Carol Service.  Councillor M. Stowe will order the Christmas tree and Councillor Garton will arrange for its erection.  Councillor D. Stowe will contact the Three Ways House Hotel regarding the p.a. system.  Councillor Trainor will supply road cones to Councillor Garton to put outside the entrance to the Three Ways House Hotel.
12)
Up-date on the Eco-town at Long Marston

Councillor Gittins reported that the government are waiting for the results of the judicial review.  St. Modwen have gone back to their original proposals, and it would appear that it is now less certain that the Eco-town will be built.  If the judicial review decides that the Eco-town application is unlawful a complete re-think will be required.  BARD Group is saying it may be an idea if Parishes make the running and say what they want for the site.
13) 
Planning
Applications:
02974/LBC
Internal alterations – Chestnuts, High Street – no objections

02785/FUL
Installation of replacement windows in front elevation – The Cottage, Back Lane – no objections

02828/FUL
Erection of summer house – 8 Sovereign Fields – objections: this property has extended the boundary fence and has encroached on to land belonging to Gloucestershire County Council Highways.  This proposal seeks to consolidate the encroachment and is inappropriate in this rural location

03132/TCON
 Fell self-set walnut behind kitchen.  Norwegian spruce at the end of lawn – reduce 20 ft.  Walnut in vegetable patch – fell – St. Michael’s House, Chapel Lane – no objections

Decisions
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Permission has been granted for:
02435/FUL
Demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey side extension – 12 Nursery Close

02303/FUL
Conversion of existing barn to form two holiday letting cottages – Mickleton Hills 

023601/LBC
Farm, Furze Lane

14)
Tadpole Alley


Councillor Gittins has inspected the alley and letters have been written to the offending owners of properties with overgrowth obstructing the footpath.  Some work has taken place and it was agreed to put this item on the Agenda of the next month’s meeting.
15)
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads



The footpath outside King George’s Hall has dropped.  This will be reported to Highways.

Highways will be reminded to paint the white line on the junction of Mill Bank and Chapel Lane.
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16)
Maintenance of Grounds


It was agreed that there was no need for a further mowing in October

17)
Reports from Sub-committees/Representatives/Working Parties


Community Activities Working Party – A monthly report was circulated to all Councillors.  Councillor Vick wished to express thanks to Anne and Barry Metcalfe for all the youth work.  Currently there is Playrangers for 8-14 year olds, which is increasing in numbers every week.  Saturday cinema for 7 to 11 year olds.  A circus skills workshop for 7 to 11 year olds.  Gardening Club for 7 to 11 year olds, which has received a grant of £75 for equipment.  A Youth meeting for 11 – 16 year olds in the Skittle Alley of the Butchers Arms.  The meeting time for the meetings of the Community Activities Working Party have been changed to 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. in the Joseph Webb Hall, in order to allow more people to attend, should they wish.  Interest was shown at the Village Open Evening for an IT learning base and a meeting has been arranged for the 4th November in the Joseph Webb Hall at 3.00 p.m.  



Councillor Franklin reported on a postal scam which is being circulated around villages.  A post card is pushed through the letter box stating that a parcel could not be delivered and asking that 09066611911 is rung,  This is a recorded message on a prime rate number and will cost £15.00.  Under no circumstances should this number be telephoned and the incident should be reported to Royal Mail. 
18)
Correspondence


Gloucestershire County Council – confirming successful grant of £1,000.00 towards the cost of repairs to the Bus Shelter roof
Gloucestershire County Council – meeting of the Traffic Regulation Committee in the Joseph Webb Hall on Thursday, 13th November at 10.00 a.m. to discuss the closure of Gloucester Lane
19)
Any Other Business


Councillor Mellon wished to record her opinion that the Granbrook garage planning application should not be included on the agenda after a decision has been made.
20)
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 26th November, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.

Up-date on the proposed purchase of land for the extension of the cemetery and transfer of land in Sovereign Fields.

Councillor Gittins proposed a resolution that Pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension and the transfer of land in Sovereign Fields.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed and the chairman, Councillor Gittins, then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.25 p.m.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 p.m.  
