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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th May, 2008, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)

Councillors M. Stowe, J. Franklin, R. Vick, A. Sansone, D. Stowe, J. Garton and P. Britt

District Councillors Jepson and Stowe and the Clerk Mrs. A.M. Cox were also in attendance





Plus 6 member of the public

Statutory Annual Meeting of Mickleton Parish Council

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillors G. Mellon and A. Trainor.

2.
Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman



Councillor M. Gittins stood down as Chairman.  


Councillor Vick proposed Councillor M. Gittins to serve as Chairman; this was seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed.  Councillor M. Gittins agreed to take on the office of Chairman for Mickleton Parish Council and continued to Chair the meeting.



Vice-Chairman – Councillor Vick proposed Councillor Franklin to serve as Vice-Chairman, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed.

3.
Appointment of Responsible Financial Officer and Internal Auditor 


Responsible Financial Officer - It was proposed by Councillor Gittins, seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed that the Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, be re-appointed as Responsible Financial Officer.



Internal Auditor – Councillor Gittins proposed Councillor Franklin continue to act as Internal Auditor, seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed.

4.
Election of Representatives and Committees


Details of elections of Representatives and Committees are listed on the attached sheet

Mickleton Parish Council Meeting

1.
Minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 30th April, 2008 


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th April, 2008 were read and proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed as being a true record and accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins.
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2.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
The Doctors surgery has mown the grass outside the surgery.  The grass by the path to the school and the area on the other side of the Doctors surgery remain uncut.  Gardens By Design will be asked to add this to their schedule.

b)
The approaches to the zebra crossing on the High Street have been inspected by Highways and put on their schedule to be lowered.

c)
Councillor Gittins will follow-up with Barratts the need to attend to the grass areas at the rear of the houses in Sovereign Fields on the Broad Marston Lane.

d)
Gloucestershire County Council have promised to supply an estimate for the supply of electricity on the Plantation.

e)
No grants are currently available for the repair of the Bus Shelter roof.  Councillor Britt agreed to get information from the internet of other sources of grants.  Councillor Garton will draft out replies.   The Clerk will circularise copies of the estimates received in order that a decision can be made next month.

f)
Details of the problems experienced by wheelchair and scooter users have been sent to Fosseway Housing and Gloucestershire County Council.

g)
Councillor D. Stowe will inspect the area on the High Street which is the proposed site for the new tree to be donated by the Wednesday Club.

h)
Parking issues at the new school with be taken up by District Councillor Stowe.  Councillor Gittins has met with the Chairman of the Governors who is sympathetic regarding the parking problems which are being monitored by the Governors.  Pressure will be kept up to use the allotted parking spaces on the school grounds.  Councillor Gittins will discuss further with Mr. Hilton, Chairman of the Governors.  The question of the light was also discussed and it was pointed out by Mr. Hilton that the light is left on for the security of the cleaners.  Councillor Gittins  has asked Mr. Hilton to look at the light between Norton View and Cotswold Edge.   Environmental Health will be contacted if no further action is taken.


i) The contractors are currently working to put right the road in Pound Lane.

j)
Cotswold District Council will be contacted again about the replacement bin in Granbrook Lane at The Butts.

k)
Gloucestershire County Council will be contacted again for an answer about the closure of Gloucester Lane

l)
The website is progressing well and is nearly ready for link-up



3)
Public Time

The grassed amenity area at Sovereign Fields will be put on the Gardens By Design schedule.


The drains on the High Street and Granbrook Lane at the Butts are blocked and need cleaning out.  The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council.
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3)
Public Time - continued


Weeds at the edge of the kerb and tarmac need spraying.  The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council.


A quotation is awaited from Gloucestershire County Council regarding the ditch and trees on the Broadway Road at the back of Arbour Close.

4)
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for May, 2008 was unanimously agreed, proposed Councillor Franklin, seconded Councillor Sansone.

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Orangehome – telephone/Broadband


£24.68



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk May



£243.75



GBD (Evesham) Ltd – April mowing

£792.11



King George’s Hall – May rental


£20.00



Chris Gibbard – odd job man



£44.98



Valuation Office – cemetery extension

£434.75



Shaw and Sons Limited – accounts book

£63.20



Mr. M. Gittins – notice board fixtures

£38.44



M.D.J. Smith – furniture maintenance

£484.00



After examination of the invoices by the Internal Auditor, Councillor Franklin, and  all Councillors present, it was proposed by Councillor M. Stowe seconded by Councillor Britt and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts.

5)
Report from the District Councillor


District Councillor Stowe gave the report of the District Council stating that a meeting of six different authorities has taken place regarding the new eco-town and that it has been decided that a joint response of objection would be made.



The new waste recycling service should be up and running at the end of June.




Following the build of the new school there was no money left over from receipt of land and taking out the cost of the school.



It is hoped to buy back three affordable houses within the next 18 months.



6)
“Mickleton in Bloom”



Following legal advice from Cotswold District Council the name “Mickleton in Bloom” will be abolished.  The Legal Department of Cotswold District Council advised that a “Working Party” of the Parish Council be set up and “Terms of Reference” needed to be written and agreed.  It was proposed by Councillor Garton, seconded by Councillor Vick and unanimously agreed to take the advice given by Cotswold District Council Legal Department to set-up a “Working Party” with agreed “Terms of Reference”.  Councillor Garton agreed to draft out a “Terms of Reference” agreement.  A new name needs to be agreed to replace “Mickleton in Bloom”.  It was unanimously agreed that Mickleton in Bloom will continue watering the plants and clearing litter, and all other activities previously agreed by the Parish Council.
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7)
The proposed new eco-town at Long Marston



Councillor Gittins confirmed that the protests are continuing.  A good result has been received that Stratford District Council have written to the Government asking that Long Marston be removed from the list.  Councillor Gittins is attending Town and Parish Council meetings with information.  The road-shows collecting signatures are continuing.  Good coverage is being continued in the local and nationals press and television.  The eco-town objection solicitors are to lodge a judicial review because no proper consultation has been made, making the proposal illegal.

8)
Planning

Applications:

08/01208/LBC
Demolition of existing structure within cartilage of listed building 
Objections



Blenheim Cottage, Church Lane

08/01012/FUL
Erection of a porch (amendment to design approved under permission
No objections



CD.5472/B) – Pike Cottage High Street

Decisions :

Permission has been granted for

08/00712/FUL
Erection of two storey extension to front and rear and single storey rear extension at Greenacres., Stratford Road

9)
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads


District Councillor Stowe will check the planning conditions on the permission granted for the new Barratt houses in Broad Marston Lane.

10)
Maintenance of Grounds


The contractor is not mowing under the chains in the cemetery.  The Clerk will inform Gardens By Design


Trees in the cemetery have thrown up suckers.  The Odd Job man will be asked to attend to these.


11)
The RoSPA Safety Inspection of the Junior Playing Field


The only point needing immediate attention is a safety barrier outside the gates.  The Clerk will contact Phil Cluley for advice.

12))
Reports from Committees/Representatives


There were no reports from Committees/Representatives

13)
Correspondence

Chairman of Mickleton in Bloom – requesting help from CDC with tidying up the village prior to the judging of the Bledisloe Cup.  As the judging is between 1st and 15th June it was felt that it would be too late to request this action.

Cotswold District Council – graffiti removal information – place in circulation
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13)
Correspondence - continued


Paul Lankaster ​– acknowledgment from Chief Executive confirming that Stratford District Council will be asking for the removal of Long Marston as a proposed site for a new eco-town

North Cotswold Voluntary Help Centre – requesting a donation.  It was proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed that a donation of £200.00 be made, as in previous years.


 14)
Any Other Business
a)
Renewal of Insurance Premium – it was unanimously agreed to pay the insurance renewal of £478.71 from Allianz Cornhill and request a quotation for the inclusion of fences and gates.

b)
The Circulation Box – The Chairman re-iterated the need to return the Circulation Box to the Clerk before the last quoted on the list.  As there are often important documents contained in the box, care should be taken that the box does not get lost.  Any Councillor not wishing to receive the Circulation Box should inform the Clerk. 

16)
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 25th June, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in 


King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton. 

17)
Up-date on the proposed purchase of land for the Cemetery Extension and Amenity Land at Sovereign Fields


Councillor Gittins proposed a resolution that Pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension.  This was seconded by Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed and the Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins, then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.10 p.m. 

