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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2008, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)

Councillors J. Franklin, M. Stowe, A. Trainor, J. Garton, D. Stowe, A. Sansone, P. Britt, and G. Mellon 

District and County Councillor J. Girling and The Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, were also in attendance





Plus 8 members of the public.

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillor R. Vick, and District Councillors Jepson and Stowe.

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 28th May, 2008


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 28th May, 2008 were read and proposed by Councillor Britt, seconded by Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed as being a true and accurate record, accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a) Gardens By Design have been asked to include the grassed area by the Doctors and the School in their mowing schedule

b)
Barratts are not prepared to take on the problems of the verge in Broad Marston Lane and this will be seeded in the autumn.

c)
An estimate has been received from Gloucestershire County Council for the installation of electrical power on the Plantation for £5,538.00.  Councillor Garton will continue to apply for grants towards the cost.

d)
 Councillor Garton agreed to follow-up applications for grants for the re-roofing of the Bus Shelter roof.  Councillors will receive copies of all the estimates received and this item will be placed on the Agenda of the July meeting.

e)
Councillor D. Stowe advised that the new tree in the autumn be planted in the autumn, and will contact the Wednesday Club with this information.

f)
Copies of wheelchair and scooter problem areas have been sent to Gloucestershire County Council, who has agreed to look at these and carry-out the necessary work as and when money is available.  The approaches to the zebra crossing have been placed on Gloucestershire County Council’s schedule for immediate attention.

g)
Councillor Gittins has met with the Governors of the school who have agreed that the light will be attended to during the six week school holidays.

h)
The bin at The Butts in Granbrook Lane needs replacing and a new bin installed by the seat at the Leasows.  Cotswold District Council will be contacted to treat these items as a matter of urgency.
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3. 
Matters Arising – continued

i)
A letter has been received from Gloucestershire County Council concerning the closure of Gloucester Lane stating that the date for the TRO Panel of elected members will be on 13th November, 2008.  All objectors and those in favour of the closure of Gloucester Lane will be contacted about six weeks before the hearing.

j)
The Website has now been registered and is currently under construction.

k)
The blocked drains on the High Street have been reported to Gloucestershire County Council.

l)
The odd-job man has been asked to attend to the suckers on the trees in the Cemetery.

m)
There is a redundant safety barrier outside the old school which could be moved to the Junior Playing Field.  The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council for advice on getting this moved.

4. 
Public Time 

The hedges at 30 Meon Road are overhanging the footpath.  The Clerk will contact the occupier.


There are nettles overgrowing on to the footpath on the High Street.  The Clerk will contact the occupier.


The grass verges on the Campden road have only been cut on the inside of every bend.  County Councillor Girling advised that the verges are cut twice a year by Highways and they have been asked by Environment not to cut otherwise unless there is specific needs because of the habitat, hence the inside of the bends only.  The Clerk will contact Environment to find out why.


5.
Financial Statement


a)
Following inspection, the Financial Statement for June, 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Franklin, seconded Councillor D. Stowe, and unanimously agreed.

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk June



£343.75



GBD (Evesham) Ltd. – May mowing

£792.11



King George’s Hall – June rental


£40.00



Orangehome – telephone and Broadband

£24.72



Chris Gibbard – odd job man



£50.50



North Cotswold Voluntary Help Centre – donation
£200.00





After examination of the invoice by the Internal Auditor, Councillor Franklin and all Councillors present, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. Proposed Councillor Britt and seconded Councillor D. Stowe.

6.
Independent Auditor Report



The Chairman read out the report from the Independent Auditor, following his audit of the accounts.  The question of the Fidelity Guarantee was discussed and it was agreed that the current cover of £10,000.00 would remain; bearing in mind that funds will be considerably reduced following the purchase of the land for the cemetery extension. Draft copies of the Financial Regulations and Standing Orders for committees will be prepared by the Clerk and presented for discussion at the July meeting.
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7.
Report of the District Council



District Councillor Girling gave the report of the District Council and stated that some difficulties had occurred with the new recycling collection service because the lorry was not big enough to complete the collection, but had made two return visits to complete the collection



There are no plans to collect plastic at the moment.  Parishioners were requested to telephone if the recycling igloos are full and they will be emptied.



The Chief Executive is leaving and will be going to Tewkesbury from mid July.

8.
Report of the County Councillor



County Councillor Girling gave the report of the County Council and confirmed that the date given for the TRO meeting was the first available date.



There is a lot of activity centring on flooding with increased gulley and drain cleaning.  There are three schemes for Mickleton and work will start at the end of the year on the Broadway Road.

9.
“Terms of Reference” for Mickleton in Bloom



It was unanimously agreed that the Working Party would be known as “Community Activities Working Party” (formerly Mickleton in Bloom).  It was proposed by Councillor Franklin, seconded by Councillor Britt and unanimously agreed to exclude grass cutting at King George’s Hall from the “Terms of Reference”.  It was proposed by Councillor Garton, seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed that items 6 and 7 would be joined and would read “To report on planned activities, including raising funds, applying for grants, and collecting and receiving contributions from any persons by way of subscription, donations or legacies in respect of specific community items or activities, prior to their taking place, to the Full Council at the monthly Parish Council meeting”.  Copies of the minutes of the meetings will be put on the Website.  A copy of the agreed “Terms of Reference” document is attached.

10.
Up-date on the proposed ECO-town on the Long Marston site



Councillor Gittins reported that the consultation ends at the end of June.  The petition of 12,000 signatures is being taken to London on Monday, 30th June, 2008.  The Solicitors have launched a judicial review as there has been no proper consultation or plans available.  The developers are currently going round the area with their presentation.  The decision for the final 10 sites will be made in October. 

 11. 
Planning


Applications:

08/01361/FUL
Proposed detached double garage with study area over – Blenheim
Objections




Cottage, Church Lane

08/01705/FUL
Erection of a two storey side extension, 70 Cedar Road – to be inspected
Decisions : Permission has been granted for:

08/00520/FUL
Erection of a replacement dwelling – Lower Piece, Stratford Road

08/01049/LBC
Conversion of storage barn to function Hall – Mickleton Hills Farm, Furze Lane

08/01012/FUL
Erection of porch (amendment) – Pike Cottage, High Street

08/01028/LBC
Demolition of existing structure – Blenheim Cottage, Church Lane
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12.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads


The bushes at Greystones and Chelsea House in Chapel Lane are overgrown and obstructing the footpath.  The Clerk will write to the occupiers.


The white lines and zigzags at the zebra crossing on the High Street need repainting – The Clerk will report these.


The compost heap in the churchyard is being used for general rubbish.  The clerk will prepare a notice stating that only compostable rubbish should be put there and all other rubbish should be put in the bin at the end of the ramp.  The Clerk will write to the “Flower Ladies” at the church requesting that they do not put oasis on the heap.

13.
Maintenance of Grounds

Councillor Trainor will monitor the grass cutting of the lane by Stoneleigh.


14.
Reports from Committees/Representative/Working Parties

Mickleton in Bloom (Community Activities Working Party) – Councillor Franklin gave the report and detailed current activities and Fund Raising for specific events and community activities and a copy is attached

15.
Correspondence

email from Victoria Kitto Gloucestershire – 50 mph speed limits on the B4632 to continue from the Warwickshire border.  It was proposed by Councillor Trainor, seconded by Councillor Garton that the Parish Council support this proposal.  A vote was taken which resulted as 5 in favour and 4 against.

Geoffrey Clifton-Brown - proposed eco-town

16
Any Other Business



Councillor Garton asked what progress has been made with the printing of the Chairman’s report.  District Councillor Lynden Stowe will be reminded that we are awaiting the report of the District Council.



The meetings with the Community Police, held in Chipping Campden, the next meeting date will be put on the Agenda



The owner of Medford House will be asked to put the grass back in Church Lane at the side of his property.



Councillor Garton proposed that the Clerk be given permission to purchase a replacement printer for the Parish Council computer, this was seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed.



Councillor M. Stowe brought to the attention of the Parish Council the proposed Dog Control Order and that the consultation period ends on the 3rd July, 2008.

17
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 30th July, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.
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Up-date on the proposed purchase of land for the Cemetery Extension



Councillor Trainor proposed a resolution that “pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of the land for the cemetery extension and the transfer of land in Sovereign Fields”.  This unanimously agreed and The Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins, then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.25 p.m.

18
Proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension



Communication is awaited from the sellers Agent to arrange an on site meeting.

19
Transfer of land in Sovereign Fields



The documentation has been received, signed and returned to Lodders Solicitors.  Barratts have agreed to pay the Parish Council solicitor’s charges


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35 p.m.  
