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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th July, 2007, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)

Councillors D. Stowe, A. Trainor, J. Franklin, M. Stowe, G. Mellon, R. Vick, A. Sansone, and J. Garton

District Councillors Jepson and Stowe and the Clerk, Mrs. A. Cox, were also in attendance





Plus 6 members of the public

1.
Apologies : There were no apologies

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2008


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 25th June, 2008 were read and proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor D. Stowe, and unanimously agreed as being a true and accurate record, accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a) Councillor Garton is applying for grants in respect of electrical supply on the Plantation

b) Councillor Vick will monitor the situation regarding the school light and report back to next month’s meeting.

c) The replacement bin at The Butts has been promised for the end of August.

d) The Gloucester Lane TRO meeting will be on the 13th November in the Joseph Webb Hall.  All those who have made comments will be invited to attend.

e) The Parish Council website is now live, but is still in the process of being completed.

f) The drains on the High Street remain blocked.  These will be reported again.

g) The odd job man has attended to some of the suckers in the Cemetery

h) Gloucestershire County Council have agreed to investigate the action required for the fitting of a safety barrier at the Junior Playing Field.

i) Residents have been asked to attend to their overgrown hedges and bushes.

j) The Clerk will contact the Community Police to ascertain the date of their next meeting

4. Public Time

The condition of the road in Pound Lane is still a matter for concern.  The Clerk will contact Thames Water for further information.
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4.
Public Time - continued


Concern was voiced that the litter bins are overflowing, which could be their being too small, not being emptied frequently enough or that there is not enough bins.  A replacement for the bin at the Butts has been organised.  It was unanimously agreed that an additional bin would be purchased for the seat by the Leasows.  The Community Activity Working Party will carry out a survey to define where extra bins would be an advantage.  Councillor Gittins will contact the Odd-job Man and ask that he clears the litter and empties the bin in the Junior Playing field twice a week during July and August.  This item will be put on the Agenda of the August meeting.


There are still problems with the mowing in the churchyard and gravestones continue to be damaged.


There does not appear to have been any action regarding flooding protection.  Some cleaning has been carried out at the Butts but no further action has been taken regarding the work needed on the Broadway Road.  Gloucestershire County Council will be asked to treat the Broadway Road as a matter of urgency.  Arrangement will be made to set-up a meeting with Tim Dowan of Cotswold District Council for help and advice with the way forward.

5.
Financial Statement

a)
The Financial Statement for July, 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Franklin, seconded Councillor Garton, and unanimously accepted

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment



Orangehome – Broadband/telephone


£25.25



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk July



£343.75



GBD (Evesham) Ltd. – June mowing


£792.11



King George’s Hall – July rental


£20.00



Staples (UK) Ltd. – stationery/printer

£174.66



Moore Stephens – Audit y/e 31.03.08

£158.63



Mrs. A.M. Cox – administration expenses

£53.32

After examination of the invoices by the Internal Auditor, Councillor Franklin, and all Councillors present, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts.  Proposed Councillor Trainor and seconded Councillor M. Stowe.

6.
Report of the External Auditor

Attention was drawn to the omission of the Internal Auditor to complete box H at section 4.  His detailed checklist with the return states that the council’s asset register is in place and up to date and therefore, the Auditors do not require the return to be amended.  In future section 4 will be reviewed before the return is submitted for audit to ensure that all boxes are complete.

7.
Report of the District Councillor


District Councillor Jepson reported that the Chief Executive has now moved full-time to Tewkesbury and that currently the four directors are covering this position on a one month rota.



District Councillors attended the Eco-town meeting with Caroline Flint on Monday.



The waste results are very good.
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7.
Report of the District Council - continued



District Councillor Stowe confirmed that although a condition of the planning application for the new school stated that parking places are included it doesn’t mean that they have to be made available.  A letter will be written to the Governors asking that they reconsider allowing parents to use the parking spaces and to stick to their original principle to keep cars off the road and causing nuisance.  

8. Report of the County Councillor

County Councillor Girling was not at the meeting and no report was available.

9.
Financial Regulations and Standing Orders



The Clerk has prepared a draft for the Standing Orders which will be placed in Circulation for Councillors comments and will be included on the Agenda of the next meeting.

10.
The Bus Shelter Roof



Councillor Gittins declared a personal interest in this item and stood down as Chairman and did not take part in any discussion.  Councillor Trainor declared a personal interest in this item and did not take part in any discussion or decision.  The vice-Chairman, Councillor Franklin, continued to chair the meeting for this item only.



It was proposed by Councillor D. Stowe, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed to accept the quotation from Solson Limited in the sum of £1,850.00 plus V.A.T.  The Clerk will get confirmation that all the appropriate insurances and licenses are in place, that scaffolding will be used and that all debris will be removed.

11. Eco-town



Councillor Gittins reported that he had attended the meeting with Caroline Flint and Henry Cleary and had also met with Henry Cleary alone.  About 200 protesters had also attended.  It has been ascertained that at least 40% of the plan has to be open space.  The Local Government Association has launched a judicial challenge.  BARD is trying to get St. Modwen to go back to their original plans for the site.  The date for the short list will now be January/February 2009.  Green Issues have written stating that they wish to set up a stake holder forum and have invited neighbouring Parish Councils to attend, it was unanimously voted against this.  Green Issues also wish to make a presentation to the Parish Council and a vote recorded that 8 Councillors were against this and 1 in favour.

12. 
Planning

Applications:

08/01753KBC
Re-roofing dwelling, insertion of 2 roof lights, insulating loft, flooring
No objection




of loft and fitting loft ladder – The Chestnuts, High Street

08/02712/TPO
Work to trees with TPO – Cornerstones, Gloucester Lane


No objection

Decisions: Permission has been granted for:

08/01361/FUL
Proposed detached double garage with study area over – Blenheim Cottage, Church Lane

08/01705/FUL Erection of a two storey side extension – 70 Cedar Road

Page Number : 2008007033
Initialled: ……………

12.
Planning - continued

Application to erect a memorial in the cemetery:

Davies Memorials – Louisa and Horace Clark – no objections

13.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads

A large wall in Tadpole Alley is bulging.  Action on this will be left for until next month.  Councillor Mellon will find out who owns the wall.


The Plantation Wall has again been damaged.  It was proposed by Councillor M. Stowe that David Moss restores the wall in a similar manner as before; this was seconded by Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed.


14.
Maintenance of Grounds


The mowing is acceptable but not brilliant.  The Clerk will write to GBD (Evesham) Ltd. Asking that they take away the cuttings from the Junior Playing Field as stated on the contract and ask what action is being taken with the damage caused to headstones in the churchyard.

15.
Reports from Committees/Representatives

Community Activitities Working Party – A copy of the current planned activities and fund raising and a copy of the accounts are attached.  Success has been achieved in the Calor Competition with Mickleton coming first in the Special Business and Community Award, Community Life, and I.T., which resulted in Mickleton being runner-up in the Village of the Year for Gloucester.  Mickleton is through to the second round of the Bledisloe Cup.  Councillor M. Stowe proposed a vote of thanks to the Community and Activities Working Party for their success and excellent results, which was unanimously applauded by all Councillors.  The Family Fun Day will be held on Sunday, 7th September from 2 – 5 p.m. at the Primary School.  Copy of details is attached.

North Cotswold Voluntary Help Centre – Councillor M. Stowe attended the Annual General meeting and a copy of the annual accounts was put in circulation.

Planning Committee – Councillors Sansone and Mellon will attend the “Understanding Planning” meeting on the 3rd September, 2008 at Cotswold District Council Offices.  It was unanimously agreed that travelling expenses of 0.25p per mile would be paid. 

16.
Correspondence

C.P.R.E. – advising of Mickleton’s success in getting through to the second round of the Bledisloe Cup.

John Medlyn – advising of a Parish Walk, organised by the Cotswold Wardens, on the 28th September, 2008

17.
Any Other Business

It is necessary to wait until the tree falls before the carving of the Belgian soldier can be removed.



Councillor Trainor gave information on the roads which would be closed from 7.00 a.m. on Thursday until 8.00 p.m. on Sunday 10th August for the Bull Dog Bash meetinG
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17.
Any Other Business – continued 



District Councillor Stowe reported that the Trustees of the Junior Playing Field have a regular income and would be able to donate towards the cost of any new equipment required for the Junior Playing Field.  Grants of 35% can be claimed from Cotswold District Council.



Still no progress has been made with clearing the ditch on the Broadway Road.  Gloucestershire County Council will be reminded that their quotation is well overdue.

18.
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 27th August, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.

Up-date on the proposed purchase of land for the extension of the Cemetery and Transfer of Amenity Land at Sovereign Fields

Councillor Gittins proposed a resolution that Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension and the transfer of the amenity land at Sovereign Fields.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed; the Chairman, Councillor M. Stowe, then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.35 p.m.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45 p.m.

