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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th February, 2008 in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT  : Councillors M. Gittins, J. Franklin, A.Trainor, M. Stowe, J. Garton, R. Vick, P. Britt G. Mellow and A. Sansone 

District Councillor Stowe and the Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, were also in attendance





Plus 9 members of the public

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillor Vick, District Councillor Stowe and Councillor Gittins who would be arriving later

In the absence of the Chairman Councillor Gittins, the Vice-Chairman, Councillor Franklin proceeded

to take the meeting.

2.
Minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 28th November, 2007.


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 28th November, 2007 were read and proposed by Councillor D. Stowe, seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and unanimously agreed as being  a true record, and accepted and signed by the Vice-Chairman, Councillor Franklin.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
Broadband has been installed on the Parish Council computer and is now fully operational and can accept electronic planning applications.

b)
No further progress has been made regarding the clearing of the verges and bushes on the Broadway Road, the Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council again.

c)
Despite repeated requests the flood prevention sand and bags have still not been delivered.  This will be followed-up again.

d)
A number of accidents have occurred at the mini island at the Butts.  This is in poor condition and the Clerk will ask Highways to attend to this.

e)
Barratts will be asked to inspect the banks at the rear of Sovereign Fields on the Broad Marston Lane.

f)
The possibility of a chemist in Mickleton will be investigated and this item will be placed on the Agenda of the next meeting.

g)
The ambulance response time is still taking over an hour.  District Councillor Jepson requested that specific occasions should be logged and the District Council informed.

4)
Public Time

a)
Concern was voiced about the safety of mobility scooter and wheel chair users at the zebra crossing on the High Street.  The approach dips three ways and is very dangerous.  The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council again.
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4.

Public Time – continued

b)
The major work in Pound Lane is causing obstructions and has been carrying on for some months.  The Clerk will contact Thames Water to arrange a site meeting.

c)
The new recycling programme is due to commence around April and the information will be included in the Cotswold News.

d)
It was thought that Councillors should have an area of responsibility for the footpaths, roads, etc.  Councillor Franklin confirmed that a list of responsibilities is currently being look at.  

e)
The hedges at Appletree House, Four Seasons in school alley and Back Lane have still not been attended to.  A further request will be sent.

f)
The potholes in Broad Marston Lane will be reported.

5)
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for January 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Yates, seconded Councillor Garton

. 
b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Cotswold District Council – cemetery planning application
£137.50



Lodders Solicitors – searches for amenity area

£153.50



L&A Personal Searches – environmental/plan search
£62.28



L&A Personal Searches – chancel repair search

£88.13



Newsquest Ltd. – MOG advertisement


£174.84



Orangehome – Broadband and telephone


£19.00



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk January



£300.00



Glebe Contractors – additional cut JPF


£94.00



GBD (Evesham) Ltd. – additional cut November

£320.49



Security4Systems – Broadband/computer repairs

£191.53



King George’s Hall – January rental



£20.00



Chris Gibbard – odd job man December/January

£97.75



A. Kibblewhite cemetery wall maintenance


£112.00



Mickleton in Bloom – VOY England expenses

£62.00



After examination by the Internal Auditor Councillor Franklin, and all Councillors present, it was proposed by Councillor M. Stowe seconded by Councillor Yates and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. 

6) Donation to Mickleton School

Following examination of their accounts, it was proposed by Councillor Franklin, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed that a donation of £250.00 be made to Mickleton School towards the cost of the outdoor equipment.

7) Report from the District Councillor

District Councillor Jepson’s report is attached.

District Councillor Jepson agreed to investigate what has happened with the original proposal to buy an affordable house on the Sovereign Fields site.
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8)
Report from the County Councillor  



County Councillor Girling was not present at the meeting and no report was available. 
9)
Councillors’ Areas of Responsibility



The areas of Councillors are being looked at more closely and this item will be included on the Agenda of the next meeting. It is necessary to immediately appoint a further member of the Planning Committee and it was unanimously agreed and Councillor Yates be appointed.

10)
2008 Carol Service



It was agreed that the 2008 Carol Concert would be held on Friday 19th December, 2008.  The Clerk will write to EON in an endeavour to get a quotation for the supply of electricity to the Plantation.  Councillor Garton has not received a reply from Gloucestershire County Council and it was suggested that he write to the Chief Executive.

11)
Mickleton Post Office



The list of the proposed Post Offices for closure will be published 5th February, 2008 followed by six weeks of consultation.  The situation needs to be continually monitored.

12)
The Bus Shelter



A report on the condition of the Bus Shelter was read out.  It was agreed that quotations would be requested detailing the schedule of the work required.

13) Parish Council Notice Boards
The Parish Council are indebted to The Women’s Institute, who have now regrettably finished, for the offer of the use of their Notice Board outside Costcutters.  Councillor Gittins has acquired the Notice Board from the old school site in Chapel Lane.  This notice board is in need of some refurbishment and it was unanimously agreed that this is sited by the seat in Granbrook Lane.  The Clerk will contact Cotswold District Council regarding permission and Fosseway Housing for their permission as the land is owned by them. 

14) Eco-Town



The Vice Chairman informed the meeting that ten sites for Eco-towns will be selected out of 57 applications.  One of the best presentations has been received from the Bird Group and St, Modwens for the former MOD site at Long Marston.  It is proposed to build 6,000 houses.  Mickleton Parish Council will be distributing information, together with a copy of their letter of objection, to every household within the next 2/3 days.  A petition of objection is on, the website   

The Chairman, Councillor M. Gittins, arrived at this point and continued to Chair the meeting

15) Planning

Plans decided at meeting

08/00127/FUL

Retention of conservatory to rear at 7 Cotswold Edge
No objections –












conditions
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16) Planning – continued

Plans decided by Planning Committee 

08/00034/FUL

Erection of a porch and garage, flood prevention measures
No objections




including alterations to boundary wall and installation of




removable flood control barrier – Pike Cottage, High Street

07/03327/FUL

Change of use of redundant parlour and dairy to 14

No objection




boarding kennels – Longhills

Condition recorded that the existing Diary House Kennels and Cattery permission is cancelled.  Further information revealed that Dairy House

Licence has been renewed for a further 12 months.  The Parish Council have, therefore changed their opinion to Object.

07/03507/FUL

Conservatory to rear of property – 9 Cedar Road

No objections

07/03517/FUL

Installation of replacement windows to front elevation
No objections




and new boundary wall and railings – Alveston House,




High Street

07/03214/FUL

Change of use for cemetery extension – land adjoining
No objections




the Cemetery near St. Lawrence Church

07/03831/1/X

Alterations to porch roof from lean-to style to hipped
No objections




design – 90 Cedar Road

07/03293/FUL

Erection of a conservatory – Four Seasons, Back Lane
No objections

Decisions

Permission has been granted for:

Raising of ridgeline of extension by 200mm – The Flower Garden, High Street

Erection of first floor extension at Woodcote Cottage, High Street

Erection of a two storey rear extension and front porch at 14 Granbrook Lane

Erection of a two storey garage.  Erection of 1.20 m boundary wall and insertion of 1.2m entrance gates, erection of wooden fence and retention of pergola at Hawthorn Cottage, Broad Marston Lane

Erection of a two storey side extension at 1 Arbour Close

Reduce crown by one third and thin by 10% three willow trees at Walnut House, Gloucester Lane

Fell poplar at Goldby House, High Street

Permission has been refused for

Erection of workshop building, formation of hard standings and new access road, erection of domestic garage, landscaping and associated works at Farm at Meon Hill Nurseries, Canada Lane

Application withdrawn

Conversion of existing barn to form two holiday lets – Mickleton Hills Farm.

16) Pavements, Footpaths and Roads

Repairs are required to the mini round about at The Butts, and the footpath between 13 and 27 Cedar Road.  These will be reported to Highways.
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16)
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads - continued


A further request will be made for chevrons in both directions for the bend on the Campden Road.


The owners of Medford House will be asked to re-instate the grass verge in Church Lane, suggesting that, with the permission of Gloucestershire County Council, hard standing may be a better option.

17)
Maintenance of Grounds, including tenders for 2008/9/10 Schedule


The tenders for the Maintenance of Grounds schedule were opened, and it was proposed by Councillor Franklin, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed that the Maintenance of Grounds committee meet to examine the tenders in depth and make a decision. 

18)
Reports from Sub-committees/Representatives



Mickleton in Bloom – Councillor Franklin informed the meeting that a copy of the entry form, street maps and six photos, on behalf of the Parish Council, to Village of the Year England was displayed for Councillors inspection.  A presentation for the judges of the village activities and organisations will be held in King George’s Hall will be kept open in the evening for the villagers to see.  Entries will made into the Calor Competition and Bledisloe Cup.  A clean-up of the village will be held every second Monday from February and will continue for seven months to October.  Mickleton in Bloom are organising a Fun Day early in September to be held at the School.  A “draft” copy of the constitution has been circulated to all Councillors for their comments.

19) Correspondence

Kiftsgate – agreeing to the removal of the carving.  Councillor Gittins agreed to meet with the Tree Warden at Cotswold District Council to seek further advice.

Phil. Britt – application for the vacancy of Parish Councillor – this item will be discussed in the closed section of the meeting. 

.





20) Any Other Business

Councillor Gittins reported that Hidcote Manor Gardens have cleared the Johnson grave in the Churchyard.

21) The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 27th February, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.

22) To discuss up-date on the proposed purchase of the cemetery extension, and the application for Parish Councillor from Phil. Britt

Councillor Franklin proposed that Pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension, and the application for Parish Councillor from Phil Britt.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed.  The Chairman, Councillor Gittins, then asked the public and press to leave the room at 9.06 p.m.

