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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th February, 2008 in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.00 p.m.

PRESENT  : Councillors M. Gittins, J. Franklin, A.Trainor, M. Stowe, J. Garton, R. Vick, P. Britt G. Mellow and A. Sansone 

District Councillor Stowe and the Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, were also in attendance





Plus 3 members of the public

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillors Yates and D. Stowe, and District Councillor Jepson.

2.
Minutes of the meetings held on Wednesday, 30th January, 2008..


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th January, 2008 were read and proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor M. Trainor and unanimously agreed as being  a true record, and accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
Gloucestershire County Council Highways are going to get an estimate for clearing the ash trees on the Broadway Road and will also supply a Stop/Go system to enable clearing of the remaining shrubs and ditch, which it would appear, will be at the cost to the Parish Council or the owners.  The estimate will be awaited before further action is taken.

b)
Sand and bags have arrived at TOPS.  Priority will be given to those properties that were flooded.  The Clerk will draw-up an authorisation slip to be distributed to those properties concerned.

c)
The condition of the mini-island and road at The Butts has been reported.  This will be followed up with Highways.

d)
Barratts have been asked to inspect the banks at the rear of Sovereign Fields.

e)
The Ambulance response time appears to be at least an hour.  All incidents should be reported to Cotswold District Council.

f)
Gloucestershire County Council have agreed to send out an engineer to inspect the footpath at the approach to the zebra crossing in High Street.

g)
The work in Pound Lane has been completed but problems have now occurred with parking of the vehicles whilst the work on the High Street is completed.  Councillor Gittins will follow this up with Gloucestershire County Council Highways.

h)
The allocation of Parish Councillors’ responsibilities will be discussed and agreed at the Annual Parish Council meeting in May.

i)
The hedge at Apple Tree House has still not been attended to.  This problem will be handed over to Gloucestershire County Council.
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3) Matters Arising from Minutes – continued

j)
The potholes in Broad Marston Lane have been reported.

k)
District Councillor Stowe reported that money is still available for the purchase of an Affordable House, but currently prices are too high.

l)
Councillor Garton reported that response has been received regarding the electricity supply on the Plantation and should be completed by late November.

m)
The Post Office is safe at the moment.

n)
The old school Notice Board is being refurbished and will be placed by the bus stop on Granbrook Lane

4)
Public Time

a) Mrs. Ena Thompson raised the question of the rates survey which she had completed, and that the decision had been taken on the 71% of the response.  Mrs. Thompson was interested to know how many people were surveyed and what number the 71% related to.  The Clerk will ask County Councillor Girling and Gloucestershire County Council.

b)
Mrs. Kinchin raised the question of what action has been taken to unblock the ditches, following to prevent future flooding.  The Clerk will arrange a meeting with Mr. Mooney, drainage engineer of Gloucestershire County Council, to discuss what action is required.
 

5)
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for February 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Franklin, seconded Councillor Garton

. 
b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :







Orangehome – Broadband and telephone


£24.59



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk February



£300.00



Chris Gibbard – odd job man February


£97.75



M. Gittins – photocopying




£40.00



J. Franklin – photocopying




£27.00



Friends of Mickleton School – donation


£250.00



After examination by the Internal Auditor Councillor Franklin, and all Councillors present, it was proposed by Councillor Britt seconded by Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. 

6)
Appointment of Independent Auditor



It was proposed by Councillor Vick, seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and unanimously agreed that Iain A. Selkirk, FCA be appointed as Independent Internal Auditor for Mickleton Parish Council for the year ended 31st March, 2008 and who is acting independently of the council.
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7) Report from the District Councillor

District Councillor Stowe gave the report of the District Council and stated that the Council Tax has been set with an increase of 3.5% from Cotswold District Council, 4.9% from Gloucestershire County Council and 4.99% from the Police.  The Housing Stock Condition Survey is a statutory requirement from Government and 1 in 25 houses in Mickleton will receive a survey request.  Householders are under no obligation to take part in this survey.  District Councillor Stowe will talk through the survey with anyone who has reservations.


8) Report from the County Councillor  


County Councillor Girling was not present at the meeting and no report was available. 
9)
Parish Council Website



It was proposed by Councillor Trainor, seconded by Councillor Britt and unanimously agreed that a Parish Council Website be set-up.  Mr. Barry Metcalfe agreed to set up the website on behalf of the Parish Council and will liaise with the Clerk.


10)
Feasibility of a Chemist shop in Mickleton.



It was proposed by Councillor Franklin to write to the Doctors in Quinton for confirmation of the arrangements they are making for dispensing prescriptions to Mickleton patients when their surgery in Mickleton closes.  This was seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and resulted in a vote of seven Councillors in favour and two against.  It was proposed by Councillor Mellon that the Doctors in Chipping Campden also be asked if they are prepared to operate a dispensing service in Mickleton, this was seconded by Councillor Trainor and resulted in vote of six Councillors in favour and three against.

11) The Bus Shelter Repairs



Three quotes have been received for the repair to the Bus Shelter.  Solson Ltd. have quoted £2,000.00 re-using some of the tiles; D.J. Moss £4,900.00 for re-using some of the tiles; Nigel Brown £3,475.00 using new tiles, less £300.00 salvage.  It was unanimously agreed that the Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council and G.R.C.C. to ascertain is any grant money is available, and this item will be placed on the agenda of next month’s meeting.

12) The proposed new Eco town on Long Marston Site

A vote was taken on whether Mickleton was in favour of the proposals for a new eco town on the Long Marston site which resulted in one in favour and eight against.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman have attended numerous meetings with representatives from Welford, Pebworht, Dorsington, Admington, Clifford Chambers and Long Marston and a number of protests have taken place with National and Local TV and press coverage.  A petition with over 1,000 signatures has been presented to the Chairman of Stratford District Council.  A planning expert has suggested a questionnaire be distributed to all parishioners asking what their travelling arrangements are and this will be distributed by Councillors to all households in Mickleton.  Road shows are to be held at the Friday market and the farmers’ market in Stratford.  It was decided to defer the decision to hold a Road Show in Mickleton.
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13) Planning

There were no new planning applications.

Decisions

Permission has been granted for:

07/03327/FUL Change of use of redundant parlour and dairy to 14 boarding kennels at Longhills Farm

07/03507/FUL Erection of a conservatory at 9 Cedar Road

08/00127/FUL Retention of conservatory to rear at 7 Cotswold Edge

07/03517/FUL Installation of replacement windows to front elevation and new boundary walls and railings at Alveston House

07/03214/FUL Extension to cemetery at land adjoining The Cemetery near St. Lawrence Church

07/03292/FUL Erection of a conservatory at Four Seasons, Back Lane

14) Pavements, Footpaths and Roads and Maintenance of Grounds

The crossing points at the zebra crossing have been reported and Gloucestershire County Council has agreed to carry out a survey and report back to the Parish Council.

The subsidence in Back Lane and the potholes in Honeybourne Lane will be reported.

Maintenance of Grounds – both of the Maintenance of Grounds schedules of work have been given to Gardens By Design and will be reviewed each year.  If the work is not of a satisfactory standard the three year contract will be terminated.  The work will commence in March and Councillors were asked to inspect the work in order to keep a proper check.

There is one more days work on the churchyard wall and it was unanimously agreed that Councillor M. Stowe ask A. Kibblewhite to carry this out.

15)
Reports from Sub-committees/Representatives


Mickleton in Bloom – Councillor Franklin asked for confirmation that the Parish Council wished Mickleton in Bloom to complete the entries for the Bledisloe Cup and the Calor Competition, this was unanimously agreed.  90% of the clubs attended the Open meeting.  A follow-up meeting has been arranged for 7.30 p.m. on 18th March in King George’s Hall and will include invitations to all village businesses.  The Village Exhibition been arranged for the 21st April between 2.30 p.m. and 4.30 p.m. for Calor VOY England judging and open to the public in the evening.  The clean-up of the village has started and in addition Cotswold District Council’s annual clean will take place in March/April.


The Village “Emblem” - tt was unanimously agreed that a request for a design of the Village Emblem be put on the website.  It will then be decided at a later meeting what further action will be taken. 
16)
Correspondence

Peter Bungard, Gloucestershire County Council (addressed to Councillor Garton).  The Chairman read out a letter following a complaint from Councillor Garton regarding the lack of response in respect of numerous requests for details of installing electrical supply on The Plantation.

Cotswold District Council – request for Councillors to complete the new Declaration of Interests form.
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16)
Correspondence - continued

Mr. Millett, Field House – concerning the condition of the strip of sloping land on the cemetery side of the ditch, and request to clear and plant the area of land by the stream at the bottom of the slope.  As it is not certain who owns the land the Clerk will contact Lodders to see if they have the deeds.  The Clerk will write to Mr. Millett saying that the Parish Council will contact him again when ownership of the land is ascertained.  Councillor Gittins will contact the odd job man and ask that he does not leave any mess in this area.

GAPTC – requesting renewal of annual subscription for £300.30.  It was proposed by Councillor Franklin, seconded by Councillor Britt and unanimously agreed that the Clerk contact the GAPTC Chairman stating that the service recently has not been satisfactory.

.





17) Any Other Business

Councillor Gittins will inspect the annex at Homeleigh in the High Street.

The Mobile Police Station is still visiting the village

The application for the kennels at Longhills Farm has been granted permission

18)
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 26th March, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton, followed by the Annual Parish Assembly at 8.00 p.m.

19) To discuss up-date on the proposed purchase of the cemetery extension

Councillor Franklin proposed that Pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed.  The Chairman, Councillor Gittins, then asked the public and press to leave the room at 9.40 p.m.

