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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th August, 2008, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)



Councillors A. Trainor, M. Stowe, J. Franklin, and A. Sansone

The Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, Was also in attendance





Plus 5 members of the public

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillors Britt, Garton, D. Stowe, and Vick and District Councillors Jepson and L. Stowe

2.
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th July, 2008


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th July, 2008 were read and after an alteration at item 11 to delete the word “alone” at the end of the first sentence, were proposed by Councillor Sansone, seconded by Councillor Franklin, and unanimously agreed as being a true and accurate record, accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a) As Councillor Garton was not present at the meeting no further update was available regarding the electricity supply on the Plantation

b) No action has been taken regarding the problem light at the school but assurances have been given that this will be attended to before the commencement of the new term.  It is unlikely that the problems with car parking will not be solved until a permanent head teacher is appointed at the beginning of 2009.

c) Cotswold District Council have ordered a replacement bin for The Butts and this will be fitted in the autumn

d) The website is up and running but is awaiting a link with mickleton.com

e) The drains in the High Street have been cleared

f) The odd-job man is emptying the bins in the Junior Playing Field twice a week

g) GBD (Evesham) Limited are dealing direct with the owners of the damaged headstone

h) The meeting with Tim Dowan of Cotswold District Council regarding flooding advice will be progressed

i) Solson have been asked to carry out the work on the Bus Shelter roof

j) The condition of Tadpole Alley will be discussed further at next month’s meeting

k) The repairs have been completed on the wall at the Plantation and Councillor Gittins is taking action to get the name and address of the owner of the vehicle which caused the damage

l) The cuttings from the Junior Playing Field are still not being removed
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3.
Matters arising - continued

m) No further progress has been regarding clearing the ditch on Broadway Road

4.
Public Time


The bin by the Notice Board in Granbrook Lane will be ordered when the survey of litter bins has been completed and discussed.


Mrs. Parr informed the meeting that Gloucestershire County Council have booked the Joseph Webb Hall for 13th November to discuss the closure of Gloucester Lane and she will try to find out what the Agenda for the meeting will be.


Mr. Medlyn voiced concern that the surfaces in school alley have been distorted and destroyed by the developers.  A letter will be written asking them to make good the surfaces.


Mr. Medlyn asked that the Parish Council contact Gloucestershire County Council confirming their decision that Gloucester Lane should remain open.


The drain by The Plantation opposite the Three Ways House is blocked.  This will be reported, together with the other drains in Chapel Lane and those in Broad Marston Lane.


Rubbish is again accumulating at the bottom of Canada Lane on the Stratford Road.  This will be reported to Cotswold District Council


There are still numerous “Cherry Orchard” signs throughout the village.  Barratts will be contacted asking that they remove them, and Gloucestershire County Council Highways will be informed.

5.
Financial Statement

a)
The Financial Statement for August, 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor Franklin, seconded Councillor M. Stowe, and unanimously accepted

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk August


£343.75



GBD (Evesham) Ltd. – July mowing 

£792.11



Chris Gibbard – odd-job man July/August

£171.00



D.J. Moss – repairs to Plantation wall

£75.00

It was unanimously agreed that the payment to GBD (Evesham) Ltd. would be withheld pending a meeting to discuss a number of issues concerning the contract.  Councillors Gittins and Franklin will attend the meeting.

It was proposed by Councillor Trainor, seconded by Councillor Sansone and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the other outstanding amounts.

6.
Report of the District Councillor – there was no report from the District this month as very little happens in August.  However, District Councillor Jepson did inform the meeting to contact her if there any issues which needed answering.

7.
Report of the County Councillor - County Councillor Girling was not present at the meeting and no report was available
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8.
Standing Orders



It was unanimously agreed to make an amendment on the Standing Orders to read “All Tenders will come to the meeting in sealed envelopes and the opening will be witnessed at Full Council meeting.  It will be the Chairman’s decision whether these will be discussed in a Private session of the meeting”



Following this amendment, it was proposed by Councillor Franklin, seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and unanimously agreed that the Council adopt the Standing Orders.



Copies of the drafts for the Financial Regulations and the Risk Management and Risk Assessment documents were placed in circulation for Councillors’ comments.

9.
Litter Bin Survey



The litter bin survey is still in the process of being completed and this item will be included on the Agenda of the next meeting

10.
Proposed Eco-town at Long Marston



Councillor Gittins stated that as Parliament is in recess in August there is nothing much to report.  The developers are coming forward with ideas.  The Government may decide to just run two or three trial schemes.  The answer to the judicial review lodged by BARD should be available in 2/3 weeks time.    The Local Government Association has lodged a legal challenge to the proposal.  All local government councils in the area have united to send strong objections to Caroline Flint, M.P.   Councillor Gittins read out pieces from articles which had appeared in the Birmingham Post and The Times.

11. 
Planning

Applications 

08/02042/FUL
Erection of garden shed – Garden Cottage, Mickleton House
No objections




High Street

08/02151/FUL
Amendment to floor plan – The Field House, Church Lane

No objections

08/02303/FUL
Conversion of existing barn to form two holiday letting cottages
Objections




Mickleton Hills Farm, Furze Lane

Decisions:

Permission has been granted for works to trees with TPO at Cornerstones, Gloucester Lane

12.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads

a)
A manhole cover by the footpath between Granbrook Lane and Cedar Road is full of water and 

flooding.  The Clerk will report this.

b) The Clerk will follow up previous requests to have white lines painted at the junction of Mill Lane with Chapel Lane

c) Hedges are overgrown at The Barn, Chapel Lane and school alley is overgrown from The Three Ways House, Four Seasons Residential Home and the new development on the old school site, the Clerk will contact the owner/occupiers reminding them that it is an offence under the Highways Act to allow overgrowth on to the footpaths and pavements.

d) The owner of Medford House will be reminded or his promise to put back the grass in Church Lane
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12)
Footpaths, Pavements and Roads - continued

e) Tadpole Alley is becoming overgrown.  It is thought that this could be the responsibility of the residents of Greyrick Court and will be reported to Phil Cluley at Gloucestershire County Council.  This  item will be placed on the Agenda of next month’s meeting when a decision on further action will be made.

13) Maintenance of Grounds



There were no further maintenance of grounds issues

14)
Reports from Committees/Representatives and Working Parties

Community Activities Working Party – Councillor Franklin detailed the current activities, copy attached.  Consideration is being given to placing a copy of the map in a board in the area of the Church.  The after-school Gardening Club were very successful in the recent show and a letter of congratulations will be sent to the school.  The next event is the Family Fun Day on the 7th September and Councillors and parishioners were encouraged to support the event.

Hedgehog Community Bus – Councillor Franklin reported that the new Mercedes bus will be delivered tomorrow and the official handover will be 12 noon on the 9th September at the Butchers Arms.

Older Peoples’ Forum – Councillor Melon had attended a meeting organised by  the Democratic Services Officer of Gloucestershire County Council, detailing it’s aims.

15).
Correspondence

Gloucestershire County Council (Julie Girling) – information of meeting – placed in circulation

Mr. and Mrs. Barclay, Pike Cottage – concern over potential repeated flooding of his property and the lack of action being taken.  An estimate is still awaited from Gloucestershire Council for cutting back the overgrowth.  A letter will be written to Gloucestershire County Council quoting the Gloucester Charter which states an acknowledgement will be made with seven days with a full answer within 21 days.  A letter will be written to Mr. and Mrs. Barclay stating the Parish Council would fully support them writing to the M.P.

Bill Wragg, Cotswold District Council – offering to give a presentation to the September meeting detailing the First Responder scheme.  It was unanimously agreed that the September meeting will start at 7.00 p.m. and the presentation advertised 
16).
Any Other Business



The Doctors’ Surgery – The Clerk will write to Dr. Carrington asking if a date has been fixed for the closure of the Mickleton surgery and details of any transport arrangements that have been made.

17).
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 24th September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.
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Up-date on the proposed purchase of land for the extension of the Cemetery and transfer of land in Sovereign Fields

Councillor Gittins proposed a resolution that Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension and the transfer of land in Sovereign Fields.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed; the Chairman, Councillor Gittins, then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.05 p.m.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 p.m.

