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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 27th April, 2011, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)

Councillors J. Franklin, R. Vick, M. Stowe, G. Mellon, J. Garton, D. Stowe, A. Trainor and D. Lewis
The Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, were also in attendance




Plus 4 members of the public
1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from County and District Councillor Stowe and District Councillors Jepson and Annett
2.
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th March, 2011


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 30th March, 2011 were read and, following an addition of Councillor Garton to the “Apologies”, proposed by Councillor M. Stowe, seconded by Councillor Lewis and unanimously agreed as being a true and accurate record, accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes
a)
Delivery is awaited of the new litter bin for the Plantation, following which the necessary work will be carried out.
b) 30 mph roundels have been fitted in the High Street and further roundels have been requested for Granbrook Lane, Broadway Lane and Stratford Road

c)
Councillor Gittins has met with the new mowing contractor, who confirms he is anxious to carry out the work to a satisfactory standard.

d)
A notice will be included with the Chairman’s report to confirm the new arrangements for the Good Neighbour Scheme to commence on the 1st June.

e) Councillor Lewis has been in contact with Mrs. Watson regarding the upkeep of the planted area in front of their family grave and the work has been completed more than satisfactorily.

4)
Public Time


Mrs. Kinchin reported that the sewer smell has returned between Sovereign Fields and the school and that the necessary work will be carried out in about two weeks.


The work on the allotment hedge will be carried out in the autumn.


Mrs. Thompson reported that the mowing in Arbour Close was not too good.  Councillor Gittins advised that Mrs. Thompson talk to the contractor when he is actually doing the mowing, and advise what work is necessary.


Mr. Metcalfe stated that the information regarding the money available for the youth is misleading and final information will not be available until July.
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5.
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for April, 2011 was agreed, proposed Councillor Vick, seconded Councillor Franklin, and unanimously agreed.
b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk April



£361.17


Orangehome – telephone/broadband Oct. 2010
£33.00


Orangehome – telephone/broadband April

£33.64


After examination of the above by the Internal Auditor, Councillor Franklin, and all Councillors present, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. Proposed Councillor Vick and seconded Councillor Garton
6.
Annual Accounts year ended 31st March, 2011


The annual accounts for the year ended March, 2011 were presented and adopted as being a true record.  Proposed Councillor Vick seconded Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed.  The Clerk will make enquiries into a higher interest rate deposit account and report back to next month’s meeting.
9)
Development of the Junior Playing Field


Further detailed discussion took place regarding the development of the Junior Playing Field where the Chairman, Councillor Gittins confirmed that it was not his opinion that the Parish Council had been negligent and letting the children down by not immediately allocating the money.  The Parish Council has not been irresponsible in suggesting that equipment for use by teenagers would be better sited in the Senior Playing Field, and confirmed that the public were against provision of additional equipment in the Junior Playing Field.  No comments or support from the parents of the young people requesting the major development of the Junior Playing Field have been received.  



The Parish Council voted in February 2009 to use some of the money from Barratt Homes for future upkeep of the transferred piece of land in Sovereign Fields and “earmarked” for the Junior Playing Field.  It was not intended solely for new equipment.  



If a major development of additional equipment were to be made this would attract users from other areas and no provision for parking is available in an already inappropriate area. 


The 2010 RoSPA report stated that the see-saw is near the end of its life and did not meet the RoSPA standard.  It is anticipated that it would cost a minimum of £5,000 to replace.  Councillor Franklin confirmed that the see-saw is regularly used.


Councillor Lewis confirmed that he had met with Youth Club members and other village young people and they requested that the tarmac by the Youth Shelter be doubled in size in order that it could be used for skateboards and scooters.  It was proposed by Councillor Franklin and seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and unanimously agreed that the clerk obtain three quotations for carrying out laying a suitable tarmac area of 20m x 20m.


It was agreed that a phased programme of priorities be prepared.



The 2011 RoSPA report is due very shortly when further information will be available.


Available grants will be progressed when further information of costs is available.


Councillor Franklin is investigating the uses of the Senior Playing Field with the Charity Commission and will report back when further information is received.
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10)
Planning Applications and Decisions


An application from St. Modwens has been received for a traffic island on the Campden Road, together with a number of amendments to the original plan.  The Joint Parishes Group has been reactivated and Councillor Gittins should have more information to report at the next Parish Council meeting.  The details were placed in circulation.
11.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads and Maintenance of Grounds
A fence has been erected at the School Masters House leaving a gap ay the edge pf the School Alley footpath.  The owner will be informed that it is their responsibility to keep this clear and reminded to cut back their overgrown vegetation which is currently obstructing the footpath, with information that this will be reported to Gloucestershire County Council Highways if it is not remedied within 14 days.
12.
Maintenance of Grounds


Councillor Franklin will contact the mowing contractors regarding further work required in the cemetery and churchyard.



Councillor M. Stowe will ask the odd job man to tidy the nettles and brambles in the cemetery.

13.
Reports from Sub-committees/Representatives
Poors Land – a vineyard is being planted in ¼ acre on the allotments with 300 vines which should produce 500 bottles each year.  Parishioners are invited to visit if they wish.
Mickleton in Bloom – A street closure in Chapel Street has been approved for the street market.


A Spring Clean clearing and litter picking the ditches at the entrances of the village will be placed on the Agenda of the January 2012 meeting.

Emergency Good Neighbour Scheme – due to the poor mobile ‘phone reception, the Village Agent will take over and filter through telephone requests to the person responsible for the area.  Notices will be included with the Chairman’s Report and put in the Parish magazine of the new telephone number.

14. Correspondence
AON – insurance reminder at a total cost of £576.34.  It was proposed by Councillor Vick, seconded by Councillor Garton and unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay this amount.
North Cotswold Community Time Bank – request for area to put mini bus and gazebo on 3 hours for their roadshow on May 16th.  The Clerk will reply recommending they contact The Kings Arms, or The Joseph Webb Hall.

Mickleton Primary School – advising that Adrian Webb is appointed acting Head Teacher from September 2011.

Letter from Mr. David Smith to Mr. D. Flagg at Gloucestershire County Council – requesting Highways attention to the Lombardi poplar tree.  Gloucestershire County Council Highways have replied that they will only prune trees if considered needed by their inspector.  The Clerk will contact Highways and ask when their inspector will next be in the area and to make sure that this tree is inspected.  A copy will be sent to Mr. David Smith. 
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15. Any Other Business 


The tree at The Butts has been taken down because Highways consider it was dangerous.
The applicants for Parish Councillors, in the next Parish election, have not been informed if they have been successful.  This information is available on the Cotswold District Council website.

It was proposed by Councillor Vick, seconded by Councillor Franklin and unanimously agreed that in future the Parish Council will recognise the 100th birthdays of residents with flowers and a card to the value of £50.00.  Belated wishes will be sent to Nora Hardiman and to Ruby Cowley at the Leasows on the 16th May. 

Councillor Franklin reported that the roof in the bus shelter is covered in condensation and needs stripping off and anti-fungal paint applied.  Councillor Gittins will arrange this.

16.
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 18th May, 2011 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in The Joseph Webb Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.20 p.m. 
