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MICKLETON  PARISH  COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting of Mickleton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 30th April, 2008, in King George’s Hall, Mickleton at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT  :
Councillor M. Gittins (Chairman)



Councillors A. Trainor, R. Vick, M. Stowe A. Sansone, G. Mellon, J. Garton



and D. Stowe

District Councillor S. Jepson and the Clerk, Mrs. A.M. Cox, were also in attendance





Plus 11 member of the public

1.
Apologies : Apologies were received from Councillor J. Franklin and District Councillor L. Stowe.



The Chairman informed the meeting of the resignation of Rachel Yates as Parish Councillor.
2.
Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 26th March, 2008


The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, 26th March, 2008 were read and proposed by Councillor Vick, seconded by Councillor D. Stowe and unanimously agreed as being a true and accurate record, accepted and signed by the Chairman, Councillor Gittins.

3.
Matters Arising from the Minutes

a)
Gloucestershire Highways will be reminded that action is required at the mini island at the Butts, the zebra crossing and the condition of Broad Marston Lane.

b)
The Chairman will follow-up with Barratts the damage they caused to the verges in Broad Marston Lane.

c)
It is hoped that a meeting with Gloucestershire County Council will be arranged in about 2 weeks to discuss the electrical supply on the Plantation.

d)
Grants have been requested for the repairs of the Bus Shelter roof.

e)
Councillor Mellon has produced a report and map detailing problem areas for wheelchair and scooter users in the village.  The Clerk will contact Gloucestershire County Council Highways and Fosseway Housing regarding the need to drop the kerb at the bungalows in Cedar Road.

f)
The dead cherry tree on the High Street has been removed and will be replaced by a tree to be donated by the Wednesday Club.   Councillor D. Stowe will investigate removal of the tree stump.

g)
 Delivery of prescriptions from Quinton Surgery has commenced and an update on the situation will be sought.

4)
Public Time


Mrs. Kinchin reported the continued problems of parking at the school with on average 28/32 cars causing a nuisance.  District Councillor L. Stowe has agreed to investigast this problem.

Page Number : 200804017





                            Initialled : ........................

4.
Public Time - continued


Mrs. Kinchin reported that the light at the school continued to cause nuisance and no action has been taken to remedy the situation.  The Chairman read out a letter from Helen Broomfield stating that Gloucestershire County Council had arranged for a replacement light to be fitted but permission had been refused by the School, and consequently no action can be taken.  It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council write to the Chairman of the Governors asking for a meeting.  If a satisfactory conclusion cannot be agreed the Clerk will contact Environmental Health and ask that they inspect the light.  


Mrs. E. Thompson reported the poor condition of Pound Lane following the work carried out by Thames Water.  The Clerk will contact Thames Water.


Mrs. E. Thompson reported that the pavement between Pound Lane and Garden Close on the High Street has still not been attended to.  The Clerk will report this again.


Mrs. J. Parr asked when the replacement bin for The Butts would be installed.  The Clerk will follow this up.

5.
Financial Statement


a)
The Financial Statement for April, 2008 was agreed, proposed Councillor D. Stowe, seconded Councillor M. Stowe, and unanimously agreed.

b)
Amounts outstanding for payment :



Mrs. A.M. Cox – clerk April



£343.75



Chris Gibbard – odd job man April


£46.25



GBD (Evesham) Ltd. – March mowing

£792.11



Orangehome – Broadband and telephone

£24.85



King George’s Hall – March rental


£20.00



Playsafety – RoSPA safety check


£81.08



Mickleton in Bloom – calor/village exhibition
£169.94



Mrs. M. Shears – Calor/village exhibition expenses
£22.84



Staples – stationery




£72.01



After examination of the invoices by all Councillors present, it was unanimously agreed that the Clerk pay the above amounts. Proposed Councillor Vick and seconded Councillor Garton

6.
Annual Accounts year ended 31st March, 2008

a)
The annual accounts for the year ended March, 2008 were presented and agreed as being a true record.  Proposed Councillor Sansone seconded Councillor Vick and unanimously agreed.

7.
Report of the District Councillor


District Councillor Jepson gave the report of the District Council and reported that a Cross Border Group has been set up and an emergency meeting arranged for 5th June to discuss the proposed Eco town.  



The new re-cycling system, not fully up and running, should be by the end of July.  Gloucestershire residents are now permitted to use Shipston Re-cycling Depot.



Councillor Mellon voiced disappointment that Gloucestershire is bottom of the league for free care for the Elderly.  District Councillor Jepson pointed out that this comes under the jurisdiction of Gloucestershire County Council.

8.
Report of the County Councillor - County Councillor Girling was not present at the meeting and no report was available.
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9. Cost for setting-up a Parish Council website

It was proposed by Councillor Trainor, seconded by Councillor M. Stowe and unanimously agreed that Mr. Barry Metcalfe would set up the Mickleton Parish Council website at a cost of £250.00, and it was unanimously agreed that the web address would be mickletonpc.com.

10.
Mickleton in Bloom


The Chairman, Councillor Gittins, congratulated Mickleton in Bloom for the brilliant efforts in organising the “Village Exhibition”.  Following lengthy discussion, some concern still remained about the legality of “Mickleton in Bloom” being an “affiliated” committee of the Parish Council.  It was unanimously agreed to contact the Legal Department of Cotswold District Council asking their advice and guidance.

11. Up-date on the Eco-town at Long Marston

Councillor Gittins reported that everything possible was being done in objection of the proposed new eco-town at Long Marston. People were urged to demonstrate outside Stratford District council offices on 12th May.  A leaflet drop of the whole village will be made with the latest BARD newsletter and the effect the eco town will have on Mickleton.  The meeting last Friday had been very successful, attended by M.P.’s County and District Councillors from Stratford and Cotswold and an attendance of over two hundred residents.

12.
Planning Applications and Decisions

Applications decided at meeting

08/01049/LBC
Conversion of existing storage barn to form function hall -
Objections





Mickleton Hills Farm, Furze Lane

08/00712/FUL

Amendment to two-storey extension to front and rear and
No objections





single storey rear extension – Greenacres, Stratford Road

Decisions

Permission has been granted for

08/00409/FUL

Conversion of existing barn to form two holiday lets at Mickleton Hills Farm

08/00034/FUL
Erection of a porch and garage, flood prevention measures including alterations boundary wall and installation of removable flood control barrier at Pike Cottage, High Street.

08/00499/LBC
Internal alterations, including changes to stairs and partitions at The Old School House, Chapel Lane

13.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads and Maintenance of Grounds

a)
The track unsuitable for motor vehicles at Bakers Hill is in poor condition and will be reported.

b)
Councillor M. Stowe thanked Councillors who helped with the Annual Cotswold District Clean-up and suggested that this be carried out in mid-March next year when the growth of the hedgerows are not so far advanced.  This item will be placed on the Agenda of the February meeting in 2009.

c) Mr. Millett of Field House has reported that his wall has been knocked down by GBD trailer.  He has been advised to contact GBD direct.

d) Gloucestershire County Council will be asked to put the Bus Timetable back on the inside wall of the Bus Shelter.

e) The grass area by the doctors’ surgery has not been cut.  GBD will be asked to add this to their schedule.
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13.
Pavements, Footpaths and Roads and Maintenance of Grounds - continued

f)
Thanks were extended to Mr. David Leadbeater and Mickleton in Bloom for cutting areas of grass which were unattended in the village.

g)
Mr. Mike Smith will be asked to carry out painting the seats and notice boards.

h)
The fallen tree on the footpath between Alveston Grange and Tadpole has been removed.

i)
The Notice Board at The Leasows on Granbrook Lane has been erected and is being used.

14. Reports from Sub-committees/Representatives

Mickleton in Bloom – the accounts were presented and approved.

15.
Correspondence

Allianz Cornhill – insurance renewal schedule – placed in circulation for Councillors’ inspection.

Mrs. J. Kinchin – school parking problems – this item has been dealt with in Public Time.

Friends of Mickleton School – acknowledgment and thanks for donation

RoSPA – safety inspection report – placed in circulation for discussion at the next meeting

Calor Competition ​– entry form completed by Mickleton in Bloom – placed in circulation

Rachel Yates – letter or resignation

16
Any Other Business



A spate of “break-ins” was reported



Councillor Mellon is still anxious that a chemist shop be opened in Mickleton

17.
The date of the next meeting will be Wednesday, 28th May, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. to be held in King George’s Hall, Chapel Lane, Mickleton.

18.
Up-date on the proposed purchase of Land for the Cemetery Extension and Transfer of Amenity area from Barratts to Mickleton Parish Council



Councillor Gittins proposed a resolution that “pursuant to section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it is resolved that because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the public and press leave the meeting during an update on the proposed purchase of land for the cemetery extension”.  This was seconded by Councillor Trainor and unanimously agreed and The Chairman, Councillor Gittins then asked the press and public to leave the room at 9.16 p.m.

