Newsletter 7" July 2008

IT'S NOT OVER UNTIL CAROLINE FLINT SAYS SO!

BARD ACTIVITIES IN JUNE:

13", 23 & 25" June: Public Meetings in Evesham, Chipping Campden, Quinton and
Broadway. Peter Luff MP spoke at Evesham and BARD debated with the developers in
Chipping Campden.

20-23" June Developers’ consultation exercise — many concerned local residents
attended the various consultation events held by the developers, The widely reported view of
those who attended was that “the quality and content of the ‘Exhibitions’ were an insult to our
intelligence” and many of those who attended felt “totally unimpressed by the extent of the
knowledge or rather lack of it, shown by the so-called experts who were on hand to
supposedly allay the fears of the local community.” Unfortunately, from a BARD perspective,
no new information about what is actually planned for the site was forthcoming, but let's hope
that over the next few months, more detailed plans are unveiled that our experts can dissect
and debunk.

24"™ June: BARD formally lodged its application for Judicial Review of the Government's
Eco-town process. It is the first application of its kind by any of the campaigners against the
15 shortlisted sites. Now lodged, it normally takes a month or so for a judge to determine,
having read the papers and allowed DCLG and any other interested parties to file summary
grounds for opposing or supporting our claim, whether we have an arguable case and
therefore should be allowed to proceed to a full hearing. We will keep you informed!

27" June: Jilly Cooper joined the BARD campaign  she said:- “| wholeheartedly support
the BARD Campaign. | believe in protecting Stratford-upon-Avon, the Vale of Evesham and
the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. This area may well be ‘my back yard’ —
but that doesn’t make it ripe for development on this scale. Like it or not, local people and
their local representatives really do know what their areas can sustain. Forcing through
unwarranted and unwelcome housing development by Central Government diktat neither
improves our eco-credentials nor controls house prices.”

30" June: West Midlands Regional Assembly, Advantage West Mid  lands and the muilti-
partite group of Worcestershire, Warwickshire, & Gl oucestershire County Councils,

and Wychavon, Cotswold & Stratford District Council s all came out against the eco-
town proposed for Long Marston.

30" June: Mass rally of eco-town protest
groups outside Westminster , including
over 30 BARD members and our MPs; John
Maples, Peter Luff and Geoffrey Clifton-
Brown.

Grant Shapps MP , Shadow Housing
Minister addressed the rally and then invited
some of our demonstrators to a panel
discussion inside Westminster.

BARD’s Sustainability Assessment was
submitted to DCLG.
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Martin Gittins handed our petition of 13,000 signatures  to Downing Street. He reports:-

“l found it a somewhat surreal experience. Following various
rigorous security checks, the five representatives proceeded
up 10 Downing Street, which was lined with armed
policemen with unpleasant looking automatics. Photographs
were then taken; the poster on the front of our Petition
folder and the deeply unflattering yellow T-shirt ensured that
BARD were prominently represented. The door to No.10
opened, not by Mr. Brown as | had expected, but by a
policeman who accepted our Petitions. | did tell him that he
must ensure that Caroline Flint listens to us but | have no
great confidence that the message will be delivered!

As John Maples remarked, "It is not often you have the opportunity to walk up Downing
Street". "l don't suppose | will ever come again” was my reply.”

David Bliss (BARD Chairman) and Dave Cranage along with representatives from the other
eco-town protest groups, were invited to meet Caroline Flint MP . The two Davids report that
Caroline Flint appeared to listen to their concerns, but (as any good politician should) always
had a good response. On the positive side she did promise to read BARD’s sustainability
report and reported that she and Henry Cleary (DCLG) planned to visit the site in the near
future.

SO WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

We prepare for the visit of Caroline Flint.  Allegedly this is sometime at the end of the month,
but apparently other groups were given very little notice, so we need to be prepared for the visit
with our banners and posters in place in villages and gardens around the site. When the call
goes out for demonstrators please come along if you can... We really need to show her that
there is significant local feeling against this proposal.

The consultation period has been extended so please continue to write your letters
expressing your views to Caroline Flint MP, Communities and Local government, Eland House,
Bressenden Place, London, SW1E 5DU.

The next phase of the campaign is about engaging the youth — after all it's their future
countryside we're fighting to protect. So why not get your kids to spend some of the rainy
summer school holidays protecting their environment on-line, by checking out blogs which
discuss all things environmental and adding their thoughts about the hidden dangers of an eco-
town in the wrong location. All the information they need to brief them on the issues can be
found at www.BARDcampaign.org. Any Campaign Executive member would also happily
answer any questions emailed to them. Let them set the ‘ether’ alight with smarter eco-thinking!

BARD is planning a fun family event towards the end of the summer to thank all our
enthusiastic campaigners - so watch this space and your local notice boards for details. Come
along and join the fun!

Please keep sending your financial contributions, ¢ omments and suggestions to
the campaign via info@BARDcampaign.org  they are all welcomed!
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